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COVER MESSAGE 
Dear Examiner , 

Attached please find our Response to the 12.01.2003 Office 
Action and related papers for your consideration (19 pages 
total) . 

THANK YOU, 

-Tracy W. Druce 
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U.S. Patent application 
ATTY. DOCKET: 03485.OO03.NPUS00 



In re Application of: 

STRAAT, OHe et al 



In The United States Patent And Trademark Office 

Group Art Unit: 3721 
Examiner: TRAN, Louis B. 



Serial No.: 10/065,048 
Confirmation No.: 2585 
Filed: 09/13/2002 

For: STAPLE-FORMER IN A STAPLER 
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Mail Stop FEE AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Response to Non-Final Office Action 



CERTIFICATE of TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and any attachments referred to herein are being 
facsimile transmitted to Examiner Louis B, TRAN, Art Unit 3721, United States Patent and 
Trademark at fax no. 703.872.9306 on 3 March 2004 . 



Tracy W. Druce 
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Response to Non-Final Office Action 



Introductory Comments: 



The following is in response to the Office Action dated December 1 , 2003. 
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